
 

Feeling the Anthropocene: Air, Rock, Flesh 

For some, the Anthropocene signals a final enclosure of politics and culture within ecology: 

a new geo-politics in which Earth is the sovereign authority; humans, inmates of a planet-

sized camp in a permanent state of emergency. For others, it is an occasion to double down 

on techno-hubris and call forth more fevered bouts of rationality and management (e.g. 

Oxford Martin Commission 2013). Optimistic commentators hope that naming this new 

epoch may accelerate action on the pressing challenges of our time – that the Anthropocene 

is an “unprecedented opportunity” (Ellis et al. 2013, 7978), a wake-up call for “planetary 

stewardship” (Steffen et al. 2011), or just good to think with (Ellsworth and Kruse 2013). 

Critics remind us that the unitary human of the Anthropocene hides political difference and 

risks elevating a particular kind of consumer to a motor of History (Malm and Hornborg, 

2014).  

This symposium reacts to the very possibility of asking the question, “Is this the 

Anthropocene?” We begin from the realization that the Anthropocene arrives less with a 

socio-ecological transition (an event), and rather with our capacity to measure and to read 

signs of that event through scientific or artistic means (Barry 2013). The Anthropocene 

might be defined though a parochial anxiety about reading, measuring, sensing, and feeling 

both the how the Earth has become sensitive to us, and also how we have become sensitive 

to the Earth. Hence, the symposium explores three elements through which mutual feeling 

flows: air, rock, and flesh. 
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